
Citing a Newsela Article (adapted from newsela.org and updated 8/29/17) 

 

When citing articles on Newsela, you need to be aware of the article’s level.  There are 
two ways of thinking about the levels of the articles on Newsela. The MAX level is, 
more or less, the original piece.  The levels below Max, are adapted or rewritten 
versions that are easier for students to comprehend.  They may have less words or less 
difficult words, but the Newsela staff works hard to get the same message across and to 
hold onto the most important details from the original article.  

When citing the Max level, you will check the byline (usually under the article title) to 
find the original author’s name. This version may be edited slightly, but it is largely the 
original source. Therefore, Edited by Newsela Staff is the phrasing that we 
recommend in a works cited. 

The other levels below MAX are the levels you would choose according to your 
current reading level.  Because these levels are changed to fit the reading level, you 
would use the word adapted instead of edited.  When citing an article below the max 
level, Adapted by Newsela Staff is the phrasing that we recommend in a works cited. 

When referencing a Newsela article at Max Level in MLA format, use the following 
format: 

Original Author's Last Name, First Name, and Additional Author. "Title of Article." Title 

       of Newspaper via Newsela. Edited by Newsela Staff, Version Lexile, Date 

       published, <URL>. 

When citing a Newsela article below Max Level, use the following format: 

Beaumont, Thomas, and Julie Pace. “VP Debate: Kaine and Pence fight for their 

       running mates.” Associated Press via Newsela. Edited by Newsela Staff, Version 

       1190, 5 Oct. 2016, https://newsela.com/articles/pence-kaine-vp-debate/id/22542/. 

 


